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While many Indigenous, activist and human rights groups agree that the disproportionate 
number of missing and murdered Indigenous women (MMIW) in Canada can be 
attributed to the historical and ongoing discrimination that began with colonization 
(LEAF, 2014), my research suggests that this consensus does not exist among reports 
about the subject produced by the Government of Canada.  Exploring how the Canadian 
Federal Government has framed and responded to this crisis, I conduct an intersectional, 
feminist, and Foucauldian critical discourse analysis of 15 federally-produced reports 
purporting to account for the problem of MMIW, revealing several troubling discursive 
trends.  Among these is the narrative that the violence occurs exclusively in Indigenous 
communities and at the hands of Indigenous men, a story that is contradicted by the 
Government’s own statistical information.  In this way, the reports elide the colonial 
settler-state’s responsibility for the historical and ongoing colonization that creates the 
conditions in which Indigenous women are killable. Noting that Indigenous women’s 
vulnerability to murder and disappearance occurs within and is compounded by colonial, 
racial, and gendered structures of oppression, I argue that understanding Canadian 
colonization as an ongoing, rather than a past event, is essential to getting beyond these 
narratives.  By disavowing colonialism and not contextualizing the problem of MMIW 
within current settler-colonialism, the Federal Government reinscribes oppressive 
colonial structures and renders itself unable to effectively respond to this problem. 
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As history is currently written, from outside Indigenous perspectives, we cannot see                       


























the forcible and relentless dispossession of Indigenous peoples, the theft of their                       








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Title      Organization/Agency                                  Pub. year 
The Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples  Government of Canada / Royal Commission  1996 (L) 
Summary of the Policy Forum on Aboriginal 
Women and Violence: Building Safe and Healthy 
Families and Communities 
Federal/Provincial/Territorial (FPT) Ministers 
Responsible for the Status of Women 
2006 (C) 
Aboriginal Women and Family Violence  Public Health Agency of Canada  2008 (C) 
Report: Issues related to the high number of 
murdered and missing women in Canada 
Coordinating Committee of Senior Officials 
(CCSO) Missing Women Working Group 
2010 (C) 
Ending violence against Aboriginal women and 
girls: Empowerment ­ a new beginning 
House of Commons Standing Committee on 
the Status of Women 
2011 (C) 
Interim report ­ Call into the night: An overview of 
violence against Aboriginal women 
House of Commons Standing Committee on 
the Status of Women 
2011 (C) 
Violent victimization of Aboriginal women in the 
Canadian provinces, 2009 
Statistics Canada  2011 (C) 
First Nations, Métis and Inuit Women  Statistics Canada  2011 (C) 
Background Paper: Addressing the legacy of 
residential schools 
Shauna Troniak, Library of Parliament 
(Social Affairs Division, Parliamentary 
Information and Research Service) 
2011 (C) 
Criminal victimization in the territories, 2009  Statistics Canada  2012 (C) 
Invisible Women: A call to action ­ A report of the 
Special Committee on Violence Against Indigenous 
Women 
Special Committee on Violence Against 
Indigenous Women 
2014 (C) 
Missing and murdered Aboriginal women: A 
national operational overview 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police  2014 (C) 
Action Plan to Address Family Violence and 
Violent Crimes Against Aboriginal Women and 
Girls 
Government of Canada  2014 (C) 
Missing and Murdered Aboriginal Women: 2015 
Update to the National Operational Overview 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police  2015 (C) 
Final Report of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of 
Canada 
2015 (C) 
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Appendix B ­ Glossary of Acronyms 
 
MMIW ­ Missing and murdered Indigenous women 
 
Government agencies/departments/committees/documents 
CCSO ­ Coordinating Committee of Senior Officials 
DOJ ­ Department of Justice 
FPT ­ Federal/ Provincial/Territorial 
GSS ­ General Social Survey 
IRS ­ Indian Residential School 
IRSSA ­ Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement 
MWWG ­ Missing Women’s Working Group 
RCAP ­ Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples 
RCMP ­ Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
SCSW ­ Standing Committee on the Status of Women 
SCVAIW ­ Standing Committee on Violence Against Indigenous Women 
SQ ­ ​Sûreté du Québec 
TRC ­ Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
 
Non­Governmental Agencies/Projects 
LEAF ­ Women’s Legal Education and Action Fund 
NWAC ­ Native Women’s Association of Canada 
SIS ­ Sisters in Spirit 
UNHRC ­ United Nations Human Rights Council 
UNDRIP ­ United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
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Appendix C ­ Resources on Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women 
 
Native Women’s Association of Canada  |   http://www.nwac.ca/ 
“The Native Women’s Association of Canada (NWAC) works to advance the well­being of 
Aboriginal women and girls, as well as their families and communities through activism, policy 
analysis and advocacy. Aboriginal women continue to experience discrimination on multiple 
grounds and in various complex forms and from various sources, including from individuals, 
businesses, and governments.” 
 
No More Silence |  http://nomoresilence­nomoresilence.blogspot.ca/ 
“No More Silence aims to develop an inter/national network to support the work being done by 
activists, academics, researchers, agencies and communities to stop the murders and 
disappearances of Indigenous women.” 
 
The REDress Project  |  http://www.theredressproject.org/ 
“An aesthetic response to the more than 1000 missing and murdered Aboriginal women in 
Canada,” by artist Jaime Black. 
 
The Government of Canada’s Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women 
http://www.aadnc­aandc.gc.ca/ 
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